Constitution                                91

of substance. For the purpose of obtaining larger yields,
other methods are being investigated.

The facts recorded above, taken in conjunction with those
given in our previous communications, appear to point de-
finitely to the following general conclusions. First, that the
various forms of cellulose contain one or more groups or nuclei
identical with that contained in lavulose, and that such groups
constitute the main or essential part of the molecule.
Secondly, that similar groupings are contained in starches and
dextrins, but that the proportion of such groupings represents
a relatively small part of the whole structure.

The nature of this grouping is, according to the generally
accepted constitution of laevulose, the six-carbon chain with a
ketonic group:
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But the results might, on the other hand, be considered
indicative of the anhydride or ' lacton' grouping, which Tollens
suggested for Isevulose:
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The latter very simply represents the formation of co-brorno-
methylfurfural from laevulose,1
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1 The change is empirically represented as
C6H1200 + HBr - 4H20 = C6HBO8Br.